
Text 1

 “The Falkland Islands”
About 500 kilometres from Argentina and about 13,000 kilometres from Great Britain is a small group of islands. The British call them “The Falkland Islands” and the Argentinians call them “Las Malvinas”. These islands have a total area of about 12,000 square kilometres – approximately half the size of Wales. They were first discovered, uninhabited, in 1592 by British explorers. During the 18th and 19th centuries Argentina, France, Britain and Spain all occupied them for brief periods. But life wasn’t easy on these remote windswept islands, and it wasn’t until 1833, when they had been deserted for some years, that the British returned and established a permanent community with an economy based on sheep farming. In April 1982, to Britain’s great surprise, Argentina invaded, declaring the islands Argentinian territory and Spanish the official language. The war which followed lasted only 10 weeks but 746 Argentinian and 265 British soldiers died before Britain recaptured the islands. In Britain, victory made Margaret Thatcher, the British Prime Minister, very popular. In Argentina defeat contributed to the collapse of the repressive military regime and the restoration of democracy. The people of the Falklands have returned to their sheep but the islands are still heavily guarded by British troops.

A.- Answer the following questions in your own words as far as possible.

1 How many people lived in the Falkland Islands before they were discovered? (1 mark)

2 What consequences did the defeat have in Argentina? (1 mark)

3 What do you think about military invasion in other countries? Write 50-60 words. 

(2 marks)

B.- Find a word or expression in the text which means the following: (1 mark)

1 short

2 distant

3 astonishment

4 were killed

C.- Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in capitals. (2 marks)

1 The ……… of the Falkland Islands took place in 1592.

   DISCOVER

2 Argentina’s ………….in 1982 surprised the British.

   INVADE

3 The …………of Mrs Thatcher increased with the British victory.    POPULAR

4 Democracy was ……………in Argentina after the war.
       RESTORATION

D.- Choose one of the following. Write 60-80 words. (3 marks)

1 What’s your opinion about wars in the 21st century?

2 Summarise the text in your own words. 
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